The rediscovery of Erica vinacea L. Bol. among sympatric populations of two other species led to a comparison of their morphological characters. Results of this study indicate a putative hybrid origin: E. x vinacea L. Bol. = E. fastigiata L. x E. fervida L. Bol.
E. fastigiata is a common species in the area from the Hottentot's Holland Mountains to Hermanus where it can be sometimes abundant on moister slopes and in seepage zones. It is a highly variable species and has several closely allied species such as E. walkeria Andr., E. daphniflora, E. hendricksei H. A. Baker and E. turrisbabylonica H. A. Baker, none of which, however, occurs within the Kogel berg Reserve. E. fastigiata can easily be recognized by its very large spreading corolla lobes which are usually white to pale pink, the outside colour of the flowers being deep red. In the centre of each flower (see Fig. 1.1a) there is a darker area of red or green which acts as a nectar guide. The long foliage-like bract, bracteoles and sepals, together with the crowded imbricate leaves, hide most of the flower from view. The flowers are typically arranged in groups of four at the ends of the branches. In the area surrounding Platberg most of the collections of this species exhibit corolla tubes which are very slightly and finely hairy whereas elsewhere they are mostly glabrous.
E. fervida is a remarkable species closely allied to that rare and endangered species, E. pillansii H. Bol. Both have vivid scarlet, noticeably puberulous flowers and are endemic in the Kogelberg Reserve. The flowers are borne at the ends of very short lat eral branchlets (brachyblasts) which are crowded along the main branches. E. pillansii has, however, much larger flowers and flowers in May/June, whereas E. fervida flowers in October/November. 
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